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Overview

The Mexican government seeks to address irregular migration
through a targeted work permit card for border crossers that is
available only to people from Belize and Guatemala. The program
grants authorization to work in selected states on Mexico’s
southern border.

Why was it started?

In an attempt to regularize migration from Central America,

the Mexican government created a visa specifically for border-
crossing workers from Belize and Guatemala, in the hope that it
would stem irregular migration in the southern region of Mexico
and allow for managed migration.

How does it work?

The program grants authorization for temporary work in the
southern Mexican states of Quintana Roo, Campeche, Tabasco,
and Chiapas. Applicants, not employers, apply for a visa at an
embassy and must convince the authorities of the temporary
nature of their intent to work in Mexico. Most participants in the
program are 20- to 24-years-old.

Country of Destination
MEXICO

Country of Origin
BELIZE AND GUATEMALA

Skill

NOT SPECIFIED (PRIMARILY
AGRICULTURE AND
CONSTRUCTION) 3 &

Skill Level
LOW

Timeline
2012-ONGOING

Beneficiaries
ABOUT 10,000 IN 2019

Countries all around the world
utilize migration pathways to

train and bring over workers with
needed skills. The CGD Migration
Pathways database documents these
pathways to promote innovation in
this space. To explore the database,
visit GSP.cgdev.org.


http://gsp.cgdev.org

TARJETA MIGRATORIA DE TRABAJADOR FRONTERIZO (TVTF)

What impact has it had?

Almost half (46 percent) of Guatemalan agricultural
workers in Mexico use the TVTF card and a large
majority are men (92 percent). The number of
documented Guatemalan workers in the agricultural,
textile, and education sectors has risen. Workers
with TVTF documents represent only a small share

of annual migrant flows, however. A 2019 report
suggests that uptake of the program has been low
because of various barriers to entry, including the
fact that migrants must have a job offer in hand to
present at the Mexican embassy, that employers must
pay them the minimum wage, and that the cost of
applying for the TVTF is high relative to the income of
a typical applicant. In addition, many migrants who
cross Mexico’s southern border prefer to migrate to a
more northern destination rather than the southern
Mexican states designated for the program.

Further readings

For more information, see the Mexican government’s
[VTF website.
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